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isheries and
better angler experiences

* Angler access to training and tools

* Promote gear use and validate
effectiveness




Studies
. Four collaborative s’rudles ’ro assess |mpo|c’rs of
release me’rhods on survwa

* Results 7 Conclusmns-

- Szedlmayer — Descendlng dewces qre effec’rlve, fas’r. i
handling improves survival.

* Drymon — Depredation rare; anglers should use
descending devices.

* Patterson — Venting is safe and reduces shallow-
water mortality for gag.

* HD survey — RER is increasing awareness; target new
anglers.




Human Dimensions Survey

If respondents knew about RER...

e Two sUrvéys: 2021 and':.2024 |

Knowledge of best handling practice

* Gulf Reef Fish Anglers from | Venting methods
TX 1'0 FL | - % Minimize handling

Dehooking device

Non-stainless circle hook

Concl USIO“S: Change locations
Use FDD

* RER is positively influencing el
behavior and awareness Hold horizontally

mNo mYes

Throw fish in the air

* Continued outreach —
especially targeting new
anglers — is recommended

Not aware




Monltormg

~ + Gulf At- -sea Observer';P.:_T.f.}_.ugr-

) 4Th year — FL AL MS

* 1,743 trips

* 17, OOO fish ngged

e Coordination
* Linked with TX, LA
* Central data warehouse

* Surveys
* >5,000 reef trips validated
* Headboat survey in 3 year




Outreach & Educatlon

e FL Seq Grqn’r — 15 -min ’rrqlnlng course '

* Free descending devnces
* Over 46,000 dnglers ’rrouned

* Partnered tournaments across Gulf

https:/ /training.returnemright.org /




Next Steps
~ « Enhance At-sea Observer Ddh’rd'WdriehOuse _. '
* Expand outreach an{d 'eddcd_’fioh,

* Promote best release pkat’rices-

* Planning for Return ‘Em Right expansion




Questions?
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CHARLIE ROBERTSON — charlie.robertson@gsmfc.org | RE‘;‘&"EE-F-M
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